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Intangible assets such as inventions, artistic creations, brands, software, know-how, etc.
are the cornerstones of today’s knowledge economy.
Intellectual property (IP), such as patents, trademarks, designs, copyright, geographical indications,
plant variety rights and trade secret protection rules help companies protect and commercialise
their intangible assets, fight unauthorised copying by competitors and provide them with a source of
competitive advantage.
The share of intangibles in companies’ overall value* has increased more than five-fold since 1975.
From 17% in 1975

to 84% in 2015

Today’s industrial products are increasingly complex and tech-savvy. Companies must therefore
increasingly make strategic use of IP to protect their products.

Industries that rely heavily on IP assets are a key contributor to Europe’s GDP and job
creation.
Make up
45% of EU GDP

*data for US quoted stock market companies

Combined value of
 6.6 trillion

Contribute to
30% of jobs

IP-intensive industries also play a major role across various industrial ecosystems. They make up a
large proportion of employment in the following ecosystems.*

Globally and in Europe, IP
application filings are on
the rise, including for patents,
designs, and trademarks.

Number of applications in the EU 2010-19

Role of IP in addressing Europe’s challenges for the future
Innovative solutions are essential to address some of the most
important social challenges of our time, such as ensuring the green
transition of the European economy and our digital leadership.
The EU is already a world leader on key green technologies and needs
to ensure our IPR framework can support and further build on these
strengths.

IP is also a key asset to compete globally and harness global
competition and resilience. The EU has a robust IP framework, and
rising numbers of high-quality EU patents for instance in green and
digital technologies. We need to do more to ensure our companies
make a strategic use of IP. Today, only 9% of SMEs use IP.

The Covid-19 crisis has also illustrated our dependence on critical
innovations and technologies. A robust IP framework can help
to boost innovation, secure a fast deployment of critical IP to fight
emergencies and contribute to the development of a flourishing
health system.

*Action Plan on Intellectual Property: ″Appendix 1 - Contribution of IPR-intensive industries to employment in industrial ecosystems”.

Building on our strengths and upgrading our IP system
Update IP protection
▪ 	 Support rapid rollout of unitary patent system
▪ 	 Optimise the supplementary protection
certificate system
▪ 	 Strengthen protection for geographical indications
▪ 	 Upgrade design protection
▪ 	 Improve system for protection of plant varieties
▪ 	 Promote use of new technologies (blockchain, AI)

Encourage IP use
▪ 	 Offer financial support to
SMEs via IP vouchers
▪ 	 Roll out IP assistance
services for SMEs
in public funding
programmes
▪ 	 Create a one-stop shop
IP information & filing
system
▪ 	 Promote the financing
of businesses based on
intangibles

Better IP enforcement
▪ 	 Clarify responsibilities for
online platforms in the Digital
Services Act
▪ 	 Strengthen the role of OLAF and
other authorities
▪ 	 Establish an EU toolbox against
counterfeiting

Access and sharing of IP
▪ 	 Ensure availability of
critical IP in crises
▪ 	 Improve transparency and
predictability in Standard
Essential Patent
licensing
▪ 	 Promote data access and
sharing by clarifying the
Trade Secrets Directive
and revising the Database
Directive
▪ 	 Support the development
of high-quality copyright
information

Fair play at global level
▪ 	 Develop global IP
standards
▪ 	 Curb unfair practices

